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PARLIAMENT OF AUSTRALIA - THE SENATE
TRISH CROSSIN

LABOR SENATOR FOR THE NORTHERN TERRITORY

Dr William Day,
PO Box 425,
Maylands,

WA 6931

Dear Dr Day,

Thank you for the documentation that you sent to me on 11" September regarding Kulaluk.
| apologise for the delay in replying.

| can appreciate your concern over this matter, you having spent time with the people and knowing
them as you do.

As you clearly know the land title comprises a Crown Lease in Perpetuity held under NT law, so the
major responsibility does lie with the NT Government.

However, the Federal Government is committed to improving the standard of living and closing the
gap for all Aboriginal people, so certainly cannot and will not forget about Kulaluk.

| have followed the matter up as far as | am able at this stage. Advice from the NT Government is
that the lease “...is a strong title which gives exclusive perpetual rights, but it is constrained by the
fact that it is a Crown lease, and there is statutory restriction and other caveats on any dealings; its
status as a town camp and Commonwealth management further limit autonomy.”

There is therefore limited scope only for any further or wider Aboriginal involvement beyond the
present Gwala Daranika Association. However you can rest assured that from a Commonwealth
viewpoint any future developments on the lease will only occur after proper consultation with the
residents and will depend on them delivering sound benefits to the people.

Yours sincerely,

LIl Cren

Senator Trish Crossin

éf//'e;%)

POSTAL ADDRESS CANBERRA OFFICE
PO Box 946 Parliament House
25 Chung e PALMERSTON NT 0831 CANBERRA ACT 2600
PALMERSTON NT 0830 Tel: (02) 6277 3777
Tel: (08) 8931 0830 Fax: (02) 6277 3661
Fax:(08) 8931 0513 Email: senator.crossin@aph.gov.au

ee: 1800 620 961
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